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BYM joins calls to end 
closure of Gaza
Britain Yearly Meeting 
(BYM) has joined calls 
for the UK government to 
take urgent action to end 
the blockade of Gaza.

The statement, signed 
by sixteen UK charities, 
including CAFOD and 
Christian Aid, said 
that under the ‘severe 
closure regime’ on the 
civilian population of 
Gaza since 2007, 2.1 
million Palestinians have 
been left struggling to 
survive. ‘It is time for 
the UK government to 
demonstrate its consistent 
support for the rule of law 
and the rights of peoples 
under military occupation 
and urgently uphold its 
legal and moral duties to 
the Palestinian people.’

The UK government 
should work with the 
international community 
to: ensure the Israeli 
government allows people 
and goods in and out of 
the Gaza Strip; support 
investigations into 
violations of international 
law; restore UK assistance 
to Palestinians; and reverse 
cuts to UNRWA, the 
charities suggest.

According to the 

statement – released on 
20 July – the deliberate 
policy of closure means the 
people of Gaza, most of 
whom are refugees, suffer 
rolling power cuts eleven 
hours a day. Seventy-
eight per cent of piped 
water is unfit for human 
consumption, and sixty-
two per cent of Palestinians 
need food assistance. It also 
says that medical shortages 
and the delay or denial of 
permits to exit Gaza for 
vital medical treatment in 
the occupied West Bank 
or abroad has led to many 
deaths.

Hospitals, schools 
and universities have 
been destroyed and 
repeated attacks on 
civilian infrastructure 
are emboldened by the 
systemic impunity despite 
apparent serious violations 
of international law, the 
charities say.

The letter quotes the 
then-UK prime minister 
David Cameron calling 
Gaza in 2010 a ‘prison 
camp’ and, eleven years 
later, UN secretary general 
António Guterres saying: 
‘If there is a hell on earth, 
it is the lives of children in 
Gaza.’ 

UN human rights 

experts and the 
International Committee 
of the Red Cross deem 
the closure of Gaza illegal 
under international law on 
the basis that it constitutes 
‘collective punishment’.

Friends mark 
Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki Day
Central England Quakers 
are preparing for 
their annual Coventry 
Hiroshima Remembrance 
at Coventry Cathedral. 
Now in its thirty-fifth year, 
the service will be live-
streamed from the nave 
of Coventry Cathedral on 
6 August. The day is to 
mark the seventy-seventh 
anniversary since the 
first atomic bombs were 
dropped on Hiroshima 
– and Nagasaki three 
days later – leaving more 
than 2000,000 dead. 
David Fish, from Rugby 
Meeting, who has been 
involved in the event since 
it began in 1987, said that 
it was also the eighty-
second anniversary of the 
bombing of Coventry in 
world war two.

Former Japanese 
ambassador Nagamine 
Yasumasa said: 
‘Coventry’s Hiroshima 
Day Remembrance is a 
true symbol of peace and 
reconciliation. I would 
like to start by extending 
my deepest respect to 
all the people involved 
for organising this 

service this year under 
these unprecedented 
circumstances. It is 
truly significant that the 
Hiroshima Day service 
has been held for more 
than thirty years.’

Coventry Quaker Jo 
Hallett (pictured) will 
lead an origami session 
making ‘cranes of peace’. 
There will also be a taiko 
drumming performance 
and a free drumming 
workshop for primary and 
secondary school children. 

Play to mark 
Hiroshima wins award
The Quaker actor and 
playwright Michael Mears 
has won an award for 
his play based on the 
dropping of the atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima.

The Mistake was one 
of ten plays to receive the 
Carol Tambor Incentive 
Award before its first 
public performance. 
The New York-based 
fund was designed to 
encourage new writing 
and live performance at 
the Edinburgh Festival 
Fringe, where The Mistake 
will show this month. The 
play is set in an abandoned 
squash court in 1942, 
where a ‘dazzling scientific 
experiment’ takes place 
that three years later will 
destroy a city. The story 
is told through the lives 
of a Hungarian scientist, 
a US pilot, and a Japanese 
civilian.

News
news@thefriend.org
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Winchmore Hill 
Quaker Mark Friend, 
who designed the set, 
told the Friend that the 
actors Michael Mears and 
Emiko Ishii play several 
people over different 
periods. ‘That really 
impacts the design,’ he 
said. ‘The two overriding 
locations are Japan and 
America, and there are 
two kinds of worlds or 
moods. The world of 
Japan is initially domestic 
and traditional, with the 
sense of everyday life; 
and then there’s the other 
world of mechanisation, 
experiments and military. 
All the objects and clothes 
are carefully chosen to 
conjure this up.’

Creating a set that can 
tour from church hall 
to theatre space can be 
particularly thought-
provoking, he indicated. 
‘The main element is a 
blackboard that pivots 
so that at any one time it 
can show different things. 
Sometimes it is actually a 
blackboard, with equations 
and experiments written 
across it. At other times, 
it shows pictures of Japan. 
There are all sorts of 
ingenious objects that 
become other things – 
such as a ladder or a case. 
You know that you’re 
succeeding when you put 
the objects together and 
it looks like one world. If 
something slightly jars, 
you haven’t got it right.’ 

The Mistake was staged 
in Wandsworth Meeting 
House and Rotherhithe 
last week, and will show 
at The Space at North 
Bridge in Edinburgh from 
5 August. 

The winners of the 
award received £10,000 
(US$13,000) between 
them, chosen by the 
Carol Tambor Theatrical 
Foundation.

Stratford Quakers 
house Ukrainian 
refugees
Quakers in Stratford-
upon-Avon have 
welcomed a Ukrainian 
family to the warden’s flat 
at their Meeting house. 
The accommodation 
became vacant in April 
following the death of 
the warden. The family – 
husband, wife and teenage 
son – arrived in mid-July 
through the Homes for 
Ukraine scheme.

The Meeting house 
has also been hosting 
twice-weekly drop-ins for 
local refugees, which are 
organised by local refugee 
support group Welcome 
Here. 

Quaker Roger 
Matthews, who is actively 
involved with Welcome 
Here, told the Friend 
that the drop-ins, which 
are open to refugees and 
their hosts, enable those 
from Ukraine to link-
up to share advice and 
experience. The Meeting 
house is also storing 
donations of clothes, toys 
and toiletries.

He said: ‘Quakers in 
Stratford have been a great 
source of support for the 
work of Welcome Here 
with refugees from Syria, 
Afghanistan and now 
Ukraine – both through 
making the Meeting 
house freely available 
for activities as well as 
through the work of 
individual Friends.’

Stratford Quakers 
helped set up Welcome 
Here in 2016 when 
refugees from Syria arrived 
in the town. The Meeting 
house has been extensively 
used by Welcome Here 
over the following six years 
for meetings, welcome 
parties for newly-arrived 
refugees, and now the 
drop-ins.

Woodbrooke talks of 
‘period of significant 
change’
The Quaker study centre 
Woodbrooke has issued 
a statement signalling 
‘a period of significant 
change’. Describing how 
‘the pandemic has changed 
Woodbrooke irrevocably’, 
the statement published 
on 28 July says that ‘new 
challenges have brought 
long-standing issues of 
financial sustainability into 
sharp focus’.

Following two years of 
discernment, Woodbrooke 
trustees decided in 
June that it was best to 
consider the Learning 
& Research programme 
and the Woodbrooke 
Centre separately. ‘This 
will help us focus on 
ensuring Woodbrooke 
remains at the cutting edge 
of Quaker thinking and 
learning, whilst allowing 
clear discernment to take 
place on the best use of the 
Centre moving forward.’

Separating Learning 
& Research from the 
Centre does not mean 
an end to in-person 
learning or the closure of 
the Woodbrooke Centre 
(which still hosts retreats 
and self-catering flats). But 
trustees say it does mean 
‘a period of significant 
change’. Answering the 
question ‘By considering 
the Learning & Research 
separately from the 
Woodbrooke Centre, does 
this mean that the site 
will be sold?’, trustees say 
they are ‘considering many 

options’, but they ‘will be 
made with great care’.

The statement – signed 
by Ingrid Greenhow, 
clerk to Woodbrooke 
trustees, and Sandra Berry, 
director of Woodbrooke 
– asks Friends to ‘uphold 
everyone involved… 
as we go through this 
transition. Change brings 
opportunities but it can 
also entail letting go’.

The statement also 
welcomes Martin Ford 
as interim co-CEO at 
Woodbrooke. He will 
focus on the Learning 
& Research side of 
Woodbrooke. As a 
trustee of The Retreat in 
York, Martin Ford has 
‘direct experience of the 
complexities of a period 
of considerable change’. 
He was also part of the 
Vibrancy in Meetings 
steering group and is 
an advocate of local 
development workers. 
The current director, 
Sandra Berry, will develop 
the strategy for the 
Woodbrooke Centre. 

The statement addresses 
BYM’s funding relationship 
with Woodbrooke; the 
future of residential 
courses; and why 
Woodbrooke is not open 
for bed and breakfast. It 
also describes how the 
library of Woodbrooke 
Quaker Study Centre and 
The Library of the Society 
of Friends at Friends 
House are each part of 
the charitable work of 
Woodbrooke and BYM as 
two separate charities.

NUMBERS

2.1 million
The number of Palestinians left struggling to  

survive due to the blockade of Gaza. 
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Letters

The Friend welcomes your views,
to letters@thefriend.org. Please
keep letters short. We particularly 
welcome contributions from 
children, written or illustrated.

Please include your full postal 
address, even when sending emails, 
along with your Meeting name or 
other Quaker affiliation.
In essentials unity,  
in non-essentials liberty,  
in all things charity.

From heads to hearts
I really enjoyed Michael Saunders’ 
‘Back from the Dead’ (8 July). 
Whenever I reflect on ‘Death of 
God’ theology I am, in a very 
roundabout way, reminded of 
those words of Eckhart von 
Hochheim: ‘I pray to God, to rid 
me of God’.

In so many ways this statement 
from the twelfth-century German 
mystic speaks more deeply to me, 
as it holds above all the longing 
for God and not the concepts of 
God that so cumbersomely cause 
division and discord. 

The late great Zen Buddhist 
master Thich Nhat Hanh once 
said that if we go deep into the 
roots of our own tradition (and 
by this he meant embracing the 
contemplative dimension) we will 
find there a river that can carry us 
to the one ocean where all rivers 
converge. 

For me, the tensions between 
theism and non-theism pale into 
insignificance when we can make 
that giant leap from our heads to 
our hearts. 
Chris Goodchild
Hastings Meeting 

Green credentials
Looking at current estimates/
available statistics, less than 0.5 

per cent of the electorate are 
members of the Conservative 
Party. In a few weeks’ time, those 
fellow citizens have the important 
and, some might say, awesome 
task of electing our new prime 
minister. 

Some Friends may be among 
that number or have good social 
or other contacts within it. In 
discerning whom to vote for, or 
helping your associates decide, 
please pay great attention to what 
each candidate is saying and 
consider how these relate to our 
testimonies.

I would venture to suggest 
that both candidates need to 
be tested hard on their green 
credentials. If it seems likely that 
progress towards net-zero and 
sustainability will be abandoned, 
reduced or only achieved at the 
expense of others then consider 
how this might impact on our 
longer-term ability to continue 
to live and witness to our other 
testimonies.

And, for the rest of us, let 
us hold the candidates, their 
electorate, and all lawmakers in 
the Light. 
Helen Carter-Shaw
East Kent Area Meeting

Sad statistic
I find it hard to comprehend how 
Sue Holden (22 July) can seriously 
ask the question concerning 
the breaking of the rules with 
their Downing Street parties by 
Boris Johnson and his fellow 
politicians – ‘Could it just be they 
were showing us in the only way 
they were able that the virus was 
nothing to be afraid of?’ 

The Covid pandemic has killed 
in excess of 200,000 people in the 
United Kingdom since March 
2000. This sad statistic includes 
an attender from my own Meeting 
and inevitably a significant 
number of other Friends across 
the country. 

The flagrant breaching by 
Johnson and his cronies of the 
rules that the government had 
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itself agreed is another example of 
upper-class entitlement – that they 
can behave exactly as they please 
while everyone else (including 
Elizabeth Windsor) has to do as 
they are told, make the necessary 
sacrifices, obey the rules or face 
the consequences. Johnson is the 
worst prime minister in British 
history and we will be well rid of 
him. 
Deryck Hillas 
Huddersfield Meeting 

‘Privilege’
I am writing having been dismayed 
but not surprised by the recent 
letters to the Friend regarding the 
focus of British Quakers on race. 
I am not surprised because our 
Society reflects the wider society in 
which we live. This is a society that 
has many of the positions shared 
by Friends (and others similar). I 
am dismayed because of how far it 
shows we still have to travel.

Letter-writers felt that we are 
spending too much time and 
energy addressing structural 
racism and inequality. I hope that 
they will consider carefully the 
implications of the arguments they 
make. 

There is no question that people 
of Irish descent have suffered 
injustice and continue to do so. 
This does not negate the existence 
of racism and white privilege. 

To share my own experience: at 
work all three people immediately 
senior to me are from one part of 
Ireland or another. At the same 
time there are no people of colour 
above my grade, at my grade, 
nor at the grade below mine. 
Progress has been made in some 
aspects of reducing inequality, 
and we must work for more, but 
active antiracism does not prevent 
addressing other issues. We can 
work to address poor education 
outcomes for white working-
class boys by working to address 
the education outcomes of all 
working-class children.

A recent letter suggested that 
in their town all the people who 

are homeless are white. How does 
being antiracist reduce our support 
for the people they describe? 
Should we not be antiracist until 
there are no white people who 
are homeless? Would it make a 
difference if the homeless people 
were black?

A continuing misunderstanding 
is apparent around the use of the 
term ‘privilege’. I think this stems 
from the common definition of 
the term as privilege in the sense 
of wealth and high social standing. 
Privilege is rather any advantage 
available only to a particular group. 
It is not restricted to a narrow set 
of attributes. I find privilege more 
helpfully understood through the 
concept of rank. We receive rank 
through no particular work on our 
part – purely through accidents of 
birth. 

Some attributes can be perceived 
by society as carrying a higher 
rank – this might be the colour 
of our skin, our sex, age, height 
and so on. Everyone has rank 
from different attributes and these 
interact (intersect). 

White privilege does not mean 
you will have an easy life – but 
if you are white in the UK that 
confers a privilege.

I urge Friends to be open to 
learning about these questions.
Alan Fricker
Epping Meeting 

Population
Friends may remember that 
Jonathon Porritt, the well-known 
sustainability campaigner and 
writer, addressed Friends at Yearly 
Meeting last year on the subject 
of population. A precis of this talk 
is now on the website of Quaker 
Concern Over Population, on 
http://qcop.org.uk/j-porritts-talk-to-
friends.

He has now published a paper 
with the heading ‘Revisiting the 
Population Debate: you know you 
want to!’ The opening passage lists 
these following facts:

Half of all pregnancies are 
unintended, and the number of 

women affected by this continues 
to rise. 

More than sixty per cent of these 
unintended pregnancies end in an 
abortion, and almost half of these 
abortions are ‘unsafe’.

Between 250 million and 300 
million women around the world 
have an unmet need for proper 
contraception.

Gender inequality is the 
strongest of all predictors of 
unintended pregnancies. Teenage 
girls are particularly hard-hit by 
this: thirteen per cent of all young 
women in developing countries 
begin childbearing when they 
themselves are still children (in 
other words, below the age of 
seventeen). 

Complications in pregnancy 
are the leading cause of death for 
adolescent girls worldwide. 

Women’s reproductive health 
rights are under greater threat 
today than at any time in the 
modern era.

Is this not a matter of 
concern for those interested in 
sustainability, equality, human 
rights, environment, justice?
Roger Plenty
Nailsworth Meeting 

Feet
Thank you for publishing 
another of my poems (22 July). 
Unfortunately, something went 
wrong, and I’m not sure where 
the glitch originated. In any case, 
the last line of my poem has been 
chopped off and a full stop put at 
the end of the penultimate line.

Puzzlement has been expressed 
– am I being more abstruse than 
normal? Finally I thought I had 
written something a bit easy to 
understand, but no, the gremlin 
thought otherwise!

There’s also a rogue indent.
The last two lines should read:

‘but then time is something
feet do well’.

Angela Arnold
North Wales Area Meeting 
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Conversation piece: 
Terry Faull meets a 
sceptic It all began with a casual conversation. Most of 

us have had one of these, often with someone 
to whom we have just been introduced. But in 
this one, after the usual exchanges of ‘Where 
do you live’, and ‘What do you do?’, came: ‘I 
understand you are a Quaker. So what does 
that actually mean?’

In 1923, Rufus Jones addressed this question 
when writing about early Quaker beliefs: 

‘There are no essential officials, no ritual, no programme, 
no outward and visible sacraments, no music, no 
paraphernalia of any kind. The groups of worshippers met 
in plain, unadorned buildings or rooms and sat down in 
silence with complete confidence that the Spirit would be 
a real presence among them.’ 

Remembering this, and trying to find a balance 
between being too intense or too casual, I explained a 
little about Quakerism and its history. In response came, 
‘So, you don’t have priests or ministers; your Meeting 
houses are not consecrated; you don’t have music, don’t 
take sacraments, don’t take oaths, and don’t practise infant 
or adult baptism.’

 I tried a bit harder when they asked ‘Do Quakers 
believe in God, then?’, but my ‘Depends on what you 

mean by God’ seemed a poor 
reply. I attempted another 
more positive approach, and 
explained that while most 
Quakers had little sympathy 
with the vengeful and micro-
managing God portrayed in 
the Old Testament, they did 
identify with the loving and 

forgiving God advocated in the teachings ascribed to 
Jesus of Nazareth in the New Testament.

‘So, Quakers are a branch of Christians who meditate 
together in silence?’ I sensed that my explanation – that 
we are rooted in Christianity but that not all Quakers 
recognised that label – was being seen as an attempt 
to dodge the question. I perhaps did a bit better when 
explaining that, while meditation was often a solitary 
exercise, a Quaker Meeting for Worship was a time of 
gathered stillness. ‘We try to be open to the divine spirit 
present in people of all faiths and of none. It’s a time 
rather like the needle of a compass which always seeks to 
return to its magnetic source.’

‘So, being a Quaker these days is actually a bit of a 
selfish exercise, where the already comfortable middle 
classes concentrate on finding their own personal 
meaning?’

My description of our Peace Testimony, our work at the 
United Nations, and with less fortunate peoples across the 
world, was interrupted when a mutual friend returned to 
the conversation. We parted to go our different ways.

Perhaps I was not destined to be close friends with my 
interrogator, but the conversation did make me think. I 
really must be more prepared for the next time I am asked 
about being a Quaker. n

Terry is from Cornwall Area Meeting.

‘I tried a bit harder 
when they asked “Do 
Quakers believe in 
God?”.’

‘I sensed that my 
explanation was 
being seen as an 
attempt to dodge 
the question.’
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Thought for the 
Week: Daniel Clarke 
Flynn takes his choice

‘Today “What do I 
want?” is the only 
question I ask.’

From an early age, I heard the advice 
‘Be yourself ’ but didn’t have a clue 
what that meant. All I knew about 
myself is what others told me, 
particularly those who used the words, 
‘you should’ or ‘you must’. I was never 
asked what I wanted. I was told what 
I wanted. When I obeyed others all 
went seemingly well but, within, I was 

empty and didn’t know it. I had no inner guide. 
Fast forward sixty years, still two decades ago, when 

I was helping college students choose their next steps 
in life. The first question I asked them was ‘Who am I?’. 
My own answer then was three sentences long, citing 
my experience, abilities, age and gender. Today my 
response is one word: choice. I am choice.

I have come to believe that what distinguishes 
humans from anything else in creation is our power of 
choice. The most important question I can ask is ‘What 
do I want?’, then wait in stillness for a positive answer.

I have lived, and am living, longer and better than 
over seven billion of the almost eight billion people 
alive today. Who am I to ask for more? I don’t have to 
spend time on questions such as ‘Does God exist?’ or 
‘What happens when my body dies?’. Today ‘What do I 
want?’ is the only question I ask.

These days, I have a relaxed, repetitive, daily 
practice in which I choose to pay attention to positive 
unplanned thoughts – intuitions that guide me in my 
affairs. I choose to practise an ever-increasing list of 
values – spiritual principles – one day at a time. 

I have found that these values are the response to 
my question, ‘What do I want?’. The first two on the 
list are humility and equality. The last two are courage 
and gratitude. These have come to me from a variety of 
sources: Marcus Aurelius’ Meditations, Lao Tzu’s Tao 
Te Ching, Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, and writings of 
contemporary seekers of meaning and vision. 

I listen to, and observe without judgment, the 
intuitions that come to me, leaving the negative ones 
alone. I choose only positive intuitions to guide my 
actions. I accept my inner darkness as a friend. Just as 
a galaxy is bright light from creation with a black hole 
at its centre, so are we human animals. I have come to 
believe that intuition is one of our highest and least-
practised capacities, and that those who do manage it 
become known as pioneers and inventors, or world-
class writers, artists or athletes, benefiting us all. 

By following their vision, these people sometimes 
pay with their lives, as US psychologist William James 
showed in the Gifford lectures on Natural Theology at 
the University of Edinburgh 120 years ago. At the end 
of the day, when I choose positive rather than negative, 
creation rather than destruction, light rather than 
darkness, I am exactly what creation created me for. For 
that I say, ‘Thank you!’. n

Daniel is from Belgium & Luxemburg Yearly Meeting. 
This article is taken from a talk he gave to the Quaker 
Universalist Group. P
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Ill, at ease: Barrie Mahoney 
on dealing with terminal 
cancer

‘A cancer cell’s determination 
fascinates me.’

Following my ‘Travelling hopefully’ 
article (13 May), I have received a 
number of emails, enquiries and 
comments asking for more information 
about how I am dealing with my 
terminal illness. They usually ask if I 
am having counselling or other support. 
My answer is that I usually find what 
I need within my ‘reserve bank’ of 

Quaker wisdom and beliefs, together with the love and 
support of my partner, family and friends. Since my 
diagnosis in October 2021, I have experienced much the 
same rollercoaster of emotions as many other sufferers. 
I have no answers, but I hope that retelling my limited 
experiences will be of some help to others in my position.

A good friend of ours passed into the Light recently, 
after dealing with cancer bravely for many years. Although 
we had only corresponded spasmodically over the last 
thirty years or so, we counted Bob as a good friend. I 
recall his last letter to me – one that he had written shortly 
after hearing of my own cancer diagnosis. I remember one 
sentence with clarity because, at that time, I was a little 
puzzled by what he meant: ‘We each deal with cancer in 
our unique way.’ Several months into the cancer journey, I 
think I now know what he was getting at.

Following a medical diagnosis, particularly of the 
terminal kind, there comes a period of acute distress, 
followed by denial, and then often by anger. If we are 
fortunate, a kind of dull acceptance comes next, often 
coupled with a determination to fight on. I cannot speak 

for everyone, of course, but this is my experience so far. 
Much, of course, depends upon one’s personal faith (or 
maybe lack of it), the love and support from family and 
friends, and the individual circumstances in which we 
find ourselves. We all hope that, in time, we are given the 
strength to deal with whatever is finally waiting for us.

I have found that after a diagnosis of cancer has been 
given, many recipients are either in denial – and try 
to put the issue at the back of their minds until they 
are ready, or forced, to deal with it – or they gratefully 
accept advice and support from whoever is offering 
it. In my case, I am blessed with an oncologist who 
understands, and appreciates, my need to be told the 
unvarnished truth with as much clarity as possible. I am 
supported by a wonderful, caring group of nurses and 
ancillary staff. They all do their best to answer my endless 
questions, while retaining both humour, compassion and 
professionalism in their supportive words. The cancer 
charity Macmillan also supports patients brilliantly with 
excellent information and assistance whenever they can.

Following my own diagnosis, I did as much research 
as I could on the internet. I quickly realised that one 
cannot trust many websites or the information given on 
them. Spurious claims of wonder drugs and alternative 
therapies are freely available, and I quickly learned to 
rely only on the NHS and other reputable organisations 
like Macmillan. I also read a lot, particularly about the 
personal experiences of those living with cancer. Not 
all were helpful in my search for information, however, 
particularly about dealing with approaching death, which, 
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as a society, we are very bad at acknowledging and facing 
realistically.

I recall one book in particular. About half way 
through, I became so irritated with the author that I 
could not bear to finish it. The writer’s unique way of 
dealing with her own advanced cancer was to unleash 
her anger and bitterness upon those who were trying 

to help. She claimed that 
only attending those 
appointments that fitted 
into her own busy diary, and 
demanding personal detailed 
explanations of all scans, 
tests and drugs (as well as 
being generally unreasonable 
to all those that she came 

into contact with), empowered her, and gave her the 
strength to fight her cancer. Some of her demands may 
not seem unreasonable to everyone, but within the scope 
of an exceptionally busy, overworked and underfunded 
NHS, they seemed so to me. The author was clearly very 
unhappy and troubled, and had yet to come to terms with 
the inevitable. I hope writing the book helped with her 
anger and eventually resulted in acceptance and peace.

One of the reasons that I objected to the author’s anger, 
so vehemently expressed, was that, as a Quaker, I try to 
avoid conflict whenever possible. ‘Fighting cancer’ is an 
expression that does not sit easily with me. This is not to 
say that I do not get angry and depressed. I do, but I try 
to channel it in a positive way, recognising that in some 

ways I am fortunate in knowing the approximate timing 
of my departure. I am able to plan and prepare in the 
best way that I can for my partner, making the choices 
and decisions that I want to make for myself, as well as 
hopefully avoiding the curse of dementia, or worse. 

I also try to look at cancer as an organism in a positive 
way. Of course, I do not welcome its invasion into my 
body. But I also have to remember that it is a God-created 
organism, created in a similar way to ourselves. The 
organism lives with its main purpose of reproducing 
itself as quickly and efficiently as possible. As far as I 
am aware, cancer cells do not wittingly intend to create 
untold damage to other cells and kill off the host body; 
they are presumably unaware of the consequences of their 
invasion. In many ways, the lifecycle of a cancer cell has 
some similarity with all animal life. Its determination 
fascinates me, because, as one cancer expert recently told 
me, it ‘always finds its way around the treatments that we 
use to try to control it. As yet, it won’t be controlled, and it 
nearly always finds a way through’.

As I progress through my cancer journey, I have come 
to understand Bob’s words. In some ways, I am grateful 
for the clarity and understanding that an end-of-life 
situation can bring. Of course, I would prefer not to 
be in this position, but we have to deal with whatever 
circumstances that we find ourselves in. A Quaker 
perspective is both positive and helpful, which has added 
clarity and meaning to my life. n

Barrie is from Bournemouth Meeting.

‘“Fighting 
cancer” is an 
expression that 
does not sit 
easily with me.’
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Evil’s advocate: Clive 
Gordon reads from 
Isaiah

‘Unless we approach 
the Bible with deep 
humility, we can easily 
fall into the error of 
creating a god after 
our own image.’

I n Isaiah 45:7 God says, ‘I make peace, and 
create evil’ (King James Version). Startling, 
no? Both ‘peace’ and ‘evil’ do carry a broad 
connotation in the Hebrew original, which 
leads to wide variations in translation (the 
general context of this chapter is of war, 
suggesting that the word evil here is related 
to that). But most contentious is the word 
‘create’, with many theologians wishing to 

distance God from evil. Yet the Hebrew – uvoray ra – 
is unequivocal: ‘and [I] create evil’. Hence if we allow 
scripture, we find that God creates evil.

But we must tread carefully. We are not told that 
God is the author of sin. We retain full responsibility 
for our sins. God evidently does permit sin, for reasons 
undisclosed in scripture – but presumably these reasons 
are good ones because, being omnipotent, God could 
prevent sin and evil. Being omniscient, God certainly 
foresaw them before beginning creation.

Many people avoid this dilemma by believing that 
God is either not omnipotent, or voluntarily limits 
omnipotence to allow for free will. Others escape 
the problem altogether by believing in a God that is 
independent of the material universe. Others again are 
led to deny God’s existence, or suppose two gods: one 
good, one evil. But if we take away the God of Love’s 
omnipotence and care, we deny scripture (and are 
left with a universe that is out of control, and without 
hope). For me, unless we approach the Bible with deep 
humility, and a recognition that there are mysteries 
beyond our understanding, we can easily fall into the 
error of creating a god after our own image. 

The Wisdom of Solomon (9:14-16) expresses this 
sense of mystery well: ‘Human reason is not adequate 
for the task, and our philosophies tend to mislead us… 
All we can do is make guesses about things on earth; 
we must struggle to learn about things that are close to 
us. Who, then, can ever hope to understand heavenly 
things?’ (Good News version). As the Welsh protestant 
minister Martyn Lloyd-Jones wrote: ‘We have conjured 
up a god out of our own imaginations, we have projected 
our own thoughts, and we have thought that that is God.’

Isaiah 45:7 is not an isolated text; the same idea 
is found in Amos and Lamentations. And since in 
scripture there is a tension between God being love and 
God creating evil, we need to hold the two in balance.

But in this discussion of the origin of evil, let no one’s 
faith in God’s love be in any way diminished. We must 
remember that, over and above everything, God is love. 
The reformed biblical scholar DA Carson writes that 
‘The remarkable thing about the Bible is that it assumes 
or teaches that both propositions are true… Despite 
everything it says about the limitless reaches of God’s 
sovereignty, the Bible insists again and again on God’s 
unblemished goodness.’ ‘Righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other’ as Psalm 85 has it. 

For me, the greatest proof of God’s love is his sending 
Jesus into the world, to save us by his death. n

Clive is from Sutton Coldfield Meeting.
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Safe keeping: Abigail 
Maxwell on radical 
vulnerability

‘Here, we meet God in 
ourselves and others, 
which may change us.’

The Quaker Meeting is not a safe 
space. It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God. 
Here, we meet God in ourselves and 
others, which may change us. The 
door is open, and Jesus’ brothers and 
sisters may come in: hungry, sick, 
convicted. 

In a Meeting with far more chairs 
than worshippers, a man no one knew made a woman 
uncomfortable by sitting next to her, and Friends 
warned neighbouring Meetings. Disputes of members 
are harder: I did not think a nontheist should be part of 
a religious society, until a Friend said, ‘The question is 
not why we join, but why we stay’. My tensions changed 
but remained painful. 

The world outside impinges on us, uniting or dividing. 
I spend some time each Meeting delighting in the beauty 
of Friends and creation, but first I need to let go of my 
demands that the world, and Friends, be other than they are. 

If Friends feel the Meeting should be safe for them, as 
they understand safety, a web of unspoken assumptions 
may then make the Meeting unwelcoming to strangers 

– and indeed the Friends 
themselves. Someone 
starts to knit, and Friend X 
feels unsafe because rules 
are broken. But X has a 
testimony to peace, so says 
nothing. The other knits 

every week. Eventually, X confronts the elders: why has 
nothing been done? The Meeting convulses as each 
Friend’s desire for safety, and to be peaceful and mature, 
conflicts. Friends leave. Sometimes, one must be excluded. 

At Yearly Meeting we had a rule: do not knit. Friends 
with particular needs who find it easier to concentrate 
when using their hands had to inform the elders first. 

I volunteer to be the technical host for Woodbrooke 
Zoom worship. I am not an elder in the usual manner, but 
I desire to support the ‘quiet gathering of the meeting for 
worship in order, reverence and harmony’ (Quaker faith 
& practice 12.12). This requires awareness and loving care. 
It makes me feel compunction about so often crying in 
Meeting in the past. I was working through inner conflict, 
and am grateful for the space worship gave me, but was 
aware at the time that other Friends’ tension could show 
by a slight tightening of their hands in their lap. And 
crying Friends’ vulnerability may open others’ hearts. 

When I think of past Friends like Clare Whitehead, I 
delight in her sweetness. She showed me what a Quaker 
could be, and spent her life generously. She once said that 
the Meeting was a haven of peace, but was never enough. 
My defences are illusory: they let me suppress awareness of 
my terrifying uncertainty, unless reality supervenes. I crave 
safety but cannot gain it through worry. If we seek first the 
healing and love of God, we will be safe enough. Letting 
go of our defences we might come to community. The 
Meeting is as safe as anywhere else in the world. n

Abigail is from North West London Area Meeting.

‘If we seek first 
the love of God, 
we will be safe 
enough.’
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Assuring witness: 
Melanie Jameson on 
criminal justice work
‘Our witness must 
remain proactive as 
well as reactive.’

You may be wondering what has 
happened to Quaker criminal 
justice work. Wasn’t it being 
laid down? And wasn’t there 
rather a fuss about it at Meeting 
for Sufferings? ‘Yes’ and ‘Yes’. 
This time last year, Quakers in 
Criminal Justice (QICJ) learned 
that, due to restructuring, our 

work would no longer receive central funding and 
would lose the expertise of a linked staff member. 
Some of you raised the matter at Local Meetings. Nine 
minutes were subsequently forwarded to Meeting for 
Sufferings for their July 2021 session, with one more 
arriving later. A typical submission (from Leicester AM) 
read: ‘We regard work in the area of criminal justice as 
fundamental to our Quaker testimonies and our history’.

The decision to focus on peacebuilding and climate 
justice had clearly been taken before we in QICJ knew it 
was on the table. The restructuring also encompassed the 
laying down of the Social Justice sub-committee (SJC). As 
co-clerk of QICJ, I found being at odds with my Quaker 
family an unhappy experience. But there was a readiness 
from BYM’s head of Worship & Witness, Oliver 
Robertson, to enter into dialogue, with an admission 
that communications could have been better.

Aware that many Friends were concerned, the clerk 
of the SJC (Kate Philbrick) and I began to explore 
options. The first step was to convene a working group 
of Friends with expertise, which we named the Justice 
Interim Group (JIG) – the term ‘interim’ reflecting the 
uncertainty during restructuring. Further discussions 
ensued to establish the parameters of future work. 

JIG made a detailed submission to Quaker Peace & 
Social Witness Central Committee, in which we stressed 
our unhappiness with criminal justice being relegated 
to a ‘watching brief ’, reduced to quoting established 
Quaker positions. Our witness must remain proactive as 
well as reactive. It was a blow when criminal justice lost 
its linked staff member. In our annual QICJ conference 
last February this was experienced as grief.

Meanwhile JIG continued to meet, considering 
how best to nurture our witness. We linked various 
strands of our work, including: at the UN; the Scottish 
Quaker Community Justice Network; Restorative 
Justice initiatives; and our ‘frontline workers’ – prison 
chaplains. A bi-monthly ‘Justice Update’ on key issues 
is now uploaded to www.qicj.org. Here you can read our 
first statement, on imprisonment for public protection. 

The next milestone was the laying down of SJC, 
leaving our justice work untethered from Quaker 
structures. The proposed way forward is that a flexible 
‘Justice Action Group’ will operate from within QICJ, 
benefiting from its Quaker Recognised Body status. 

BYM staff also needed to be brought on board – this 
has now been achieved. Hopefully you’ve noticed that 
our messages are still getting out, in a variety of ways. In 
conclusion, I believe the future of our witness is assured. n

Melanie is co-clerk of Quakers in Criminal Justice.P
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Stopping traffic: 
Charlotte Ward on 
modern slavery

‘The pathways are not 
always clear.’

In May, Boston Meeting hosted a talk on 
modern slavery. We had two very interesting 
speakers, both of whom clearly felt very 
passionate about their subject.

Georgina Russell, from Anti-Slavery 
International, spoke to us about the different 
types of slavery that exist around the world, 
and how many of the everyday items we 
buy are produced by slave labour, or contain 

components that are linked to slave labour. The pathways 
are not always clear. For example, the clothing industry 
buys cotton in bulk from multiple sources. The cotton 
enters a warehouse, where all the cotton is merged, so 
that it is impossible to say where the cotton for a specific 
garment originated. Some of this cotton comes from 
Xinjiang, where it has been picked by Uyghurs and 
other minorities who have been made inmates of the 
‘re-education camps’. Some of the components for mobile 
phones are mined in areas where forced labour occurs.

Georgina also highlighted some hopeful signs, 
including work in Uzbekistan which has recently led to 
forced child labour in the cotton fields being stopped. 
Unfortunately this has had the effect of increasing forced 
labour by adults, but they continue to work on this, and 

other projects.
She also spoke about the 

risks faced by refugees fleeing 
Ukraine, who are hastily 
placed with sometimes 
inappropriate and potentially 
abusive hosts.

Tamzin Hurley-Roe first showed us a video about 
human trafficking, spoken from the point of view of the 
traffickers. This was impressive: it showed not only the 
utter callousness and lack of respect for other people’s 
rights or feelings, but also a lack of self-respect.

Tamzin told us about the work she is doing with other 
agencies, such as: the Gangmasters and Labour Abuse 
Authority; immigration officers; and the fire and rescue 
services. They do joint visits to investigate reports or tip-
offs, as they each have different authorities they can use 
to deal with the situations they find. For example, fire and 
rescue can close down premises if they are unsafe.

Among the places she visits regularly are car washes and 
nail bars. Here there is some good news, as a new anti-
slavery order allows police to enforce rules even when 
there is not enough evidence to prosecute. 

Tamzin also told us what to look out for as warning 
signs that modern slavery might be happening in your 
neighbourhood: abuse or malnourishment; someone 
who appears to be under the influence of others; lack 
of access to identification documents; and overcrowded 
accommodation.

We talked about what things we can all do to help 
combat modern slavery, such as writing to our MPs, 
signing petitions, or writing to our favourite clothing 
brands. This link is a good place to start: www.antislavery.
org/take-action. n

Charlotte is from Boston Meeting.

‘Many everyday 
items are 
produced by 
slave labour.’
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Through the eyes of the children: a lament

Harvey Gillman
We were taught to look for the good in everyone.
But when your eyes are filled with the blood
of your brothers; your ears echo with the cries
of your sisters; your head overwhelmed
with numbers beyond counting of splinters of dreams
scattered profusely over broken pavements,
how then are you to look, to see, to find, to cherish?

How shall we continue to look for the sacred
In the young men we thought we knew? They have come 
to tear apart what is left of our hearts and our cities. 
Our eyes are clouded with the smoke of their bombs. 
Our ears ring with the hissing of shrapnel. Our head 
spins with what our eyes have been forced to witness.

You claimed to be our brothers, speaking
a kindred language, but then you fell upon us
and silenced our singing. The hands we stretched to you 
are now torn and covered with earth. Once you came here 
to take the air, the sea breezes. Now you have come
to seize them from us. Why have you come? 
Were there not sea and breezes and beautiful churches
and music and dancing enough for all? I remember the dancing. 

You are not much older than us. We could have danced together. 
There were so many dreams we could have dreamed together.
Could we not have grown old together, sharing our words?
Sharing our silences?

Harvey is from Rye Meeting.
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Friends and
Meetings

To place a notice, contact 
Sarah FitzGerald 
ads@thefriend.org
020 7663 1175
Single entry is up to 40 words
Personal notices £43 (inc VAT)
Meeting and charity notices  
£35.83 (VAT zero rated)
We use a simplicity of wording,  
with no terms of endearment 
or words of tribute. Guidelines 
are available on request. 

Pollard & Dickson Trust
Hardship Grants for
individuals of any age
We can offer grants of up to £1,500 to members and attenders
of Britain Yearly Meeting who are in financial need.

Please send enquiries and applications to the
administrator: PollardandDickson@gmail.com
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Deaths
Mildred UTTING 11 July, peacefully 
at home, following Alzheimer’s.  
Wife to Bill, mother of Andrew, Sarah 
and Patrick, grandmother and great-
grandmother. Member of Forest Hill 
Meeting, formerly Sunderland and 
Newcastle upon Tyne.  
Funeral was held on 25 July. 
Messages: wutting38@gmail.com

Memorial Meetings
Roger H. GILLETT (d. 2 May 2022) 
Meeting for Worship to give thanks 
for the Grace of God in the life of 
Roger on Saturday 20 August at 
10.30am, Bournemouth Meeting 
House, 16 Wharncliffe Road, 
Boscombe, Bournemouth BH5 1AH.
Friends hoping to attend are asked to 
e-mail Tom: tom12751@me.com

Remembering  
Someone Special
Create an individual online tribute 
to celebrate the life of someone 
special, sharing photos,stories 
and memories. Or post a photo 
and memory in the shared 
Remembrance Space. 
Find out more at: 
www.quaker.org.uk/inmemory
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We often encounter Friends who are unable to afford the 
cost of a subscription to the Friend, although they find the 
magazine nourishing. If you are an individual or a Quaker 
Meeting in a position to help, by donating a subscription, 
please get in touch with us.

For more information on how to give a gift 
subscription, call Imogen on 020 7663 1178 
or email her: subs@thefriend.org

If you do help someone receive a 
subscription, we will give you a set 
of these three cards, blank inside, 
to thank you for your support. The 
images are from original linocuts, 
based on well-loved phrases from 
Quaker faith & practice, and created 
exclusively for the Friend. You can’t 
buy them any other way: a free gift 
for you, a thank you from us.

Give a gift,  
receive a gift
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UK AND OVERSEAS HOLIDAYS, BREAKS AND RETREATS
Classifieds ads@thefriend.org    020 7663 1175

GLASGOW FRIENDS B&B. £25pppn.
Proceeds for Meeting House funds. 
Contact: 01505 842380.  
mamansell54@gmail.com

CAUTLEY, SEDBERGH, 1652 COUNTRY
Cross Keys Temperance Inn (formerly
home of early Quaker Gervase Benson). 
Quality en-suite B&B £100 per room 
per night for two people sharing or 
£55 single accommodation. Evening 
meals available. Friendly Quaker hosts. 
clowes@freeuk.com   01539 620284.  
www.cautleyspout.co.uk
https://youtu.be/Vr5jCm2C0Kc

hotels and b&b

WESTRAY – A SIMPLER WORLD where  
life runs at a sensible pace.  
Try www.stclaircottage.co.uk – easy 
access, disabled friendly and warm, 
where waders work the tide in front 
of your window, or Brotchie at www.
westmanse.co.uk – warm, quiet, 
sustainable and dog friendly, looking 
at both the Atlantic and the North Sea. 

cottages and self-catering

ROOKHOW, LAKE DISTRICT Quaker 
bunkbarn (sleeps 16), Meeting House, 
yurt and woodland. Groups and 
families. rookhow.org.uk

ECO COTTAGES PEMBROKESHIRE 
Well-equipped cottages sleeping 4-6 on 
organic farm. Woodburners, sea views, 
electric car charging, dogs welcomed. 
Beautiful sunsets, gorgeous countryside,  
close to coastal path. 01348 891344
holidays@stonescottages.co.uk  
www.stonescottages.co.uk

SWALEDALE, YORKSHIRE Superb 
selection of gorgeous cottages amid 
stunning scenery. 01748 886366.  
Details, photos, virtual tours:  
www.catholecottages.com

books

INNER LIGHT BOOKS
Editions concerning traditional

Quaker Faith & Practice
For a list of publications or for more
information on particular titles visit:

Write to: Editor, Inner Light Books
54 Lapidge Street

San Francisco CA 94110, USA
www.innerlightbooks.com

professional services

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT
AND CONSULTANCY

Bookkeeping, Wardening Cover, 
Lettings, Outreach and Project 

Management for Quaker Meetings 
and small businesses.

Wendrie Heywood  07881 220829
Wendrie@mindfulbusinessservices.com
www.mindfulbusinessservices.com

QUAKER MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES
and other bespoke calligraphy.  
Liz Barrow 01223 369776,  
lizbarrow3@gmail.com
www.lizbarrow.co.uk

BRIGHTON BREAK Ideal for couples, 
newly furnished, spacious double room 
in our home – Fri, Sat, Sun nights.  
20 mins walk to beach, city centre, 
restaurants and Meeting House.  
Cafés, parks, North Laines and 
Southdown National Park nearby. 
£50 per night, room only. Contact 
Dawn for more details: 07810 790230.

weekend breaks

List your flat, annex or spare 
room for short breaks and 
earn a little extra for yourself 
or to donate!

Rate per word:
Standard linage 64p   
Boxed ad 97p
Discounts:  5-9 entries 10% 
10 or more 15% 
Minimum 12 words
Prices include VAT
Meetings and charities zero rated

Our ad department can offer 
advice, ideas, planning and 
design support to help you 
get your message out clearly, 
simply and effectively.

For an informal chat about your 
advertising needs, without any 
cost or commitment, get in 
touch with Sarah FitzGerald:
020 7663 1175
ads@thefriend.org

Whatever  
you want to share  
with Quakers,  
placing an ad  
with us reaches  
an engaged,  
diverse,  
worldwide  
audience.

the Friend
Get seen in

cottages and self-catering
CLAVERHAM, NORTH SOMERSET
Cottage adjoining historic Meeting 
House in rural area close to coast. 
Ideal for short breaks or family 
holidays. Sleeps up to 7. Enquiries: 
Margaret Leimdorfer, 01934 834663. 
margaretleimdorfer@gmail.com
www.claverhamtrust.org.uk

Full details:
quakerarts.net

Q An
Quaker Arts Network

September 
Music Week,
Art Retreat  
Congénies, France

Aug-Oct
The Loving 

Earth Project 
Events and  

exhibitions in  
Bury St Edmunds, St Neots, Street, 
Edinburgh, Dunbar, Stocksfield and 

Newcastle. Buy books and cards:
lovingearth-project.uk/shop/

October 1, 4pm 
Numinous – the 
astonishing story  
of Henry Morris
Solo object-theatre show with 
Andy O’Hanlon. Wandsworth MH

SPIRITUALITY • OUTREACH • WITNESS

Did you know you can spread the cost of your subscription by 
paying monthly by direct debit?  
For all subscription queries, please call Imogen on 020 7663 1178 
or send her an email: subs@thefriend.org
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Quakers in Britain

Legacy Fundraiser
Salary: London: £22,887 (£38,145 pro rata)  
 Regional: £19,455 (£32,425 pro rata) 
Contract: Permanent
Hours: 21 hours per week,spread over 3-5 days. We recognise 
 that balancing the pressures of work and home life  
 is often an important factor in taking a part time role.  
 We can be flexible in agreeing how the hours are  
 arranged across the week
Location: Based at our offices in Leeds (LS2) or London (NW1),  
 or at home if you live outside London. London-based  
 staff can work at home some of the time by agreement.
About the role
Legacy income is one of the three top sources of income for 
Quakers in Britain. That is why we are looking for someone who 
can motivate Quakers and supporters to fund our work through 
legacy giving. You’ll be part of a high performing fundraising 
team, shaping communication and relationships with our long-
term supporters.
About you
• You will have a solid track record for working in a fundraising  
 environment, ideally in legacy fundraising, or in developing  
 and maintaining high-value relationships, or within  
 Quaker communities.
• You will have a sound understanding of what motivates  
 individuals to make significant gifts to charities, organisations  
 campaigning for social change, or faith organisations.
• You will also have excellent communication and interpersonal  
 skills, and be able to work collaboratively with a range of  
 stakeholders, including volunteers.
• You will have a flexible approach to work and be excited by  
 the opportunity to develop our legacy programme.
What we can offer you
You can expect a wide range of rewards and benefits, including 
a generous holiday allowance, a staff discount at Friends House 
Café, a season ticket loan, and flexibility that will ensure you 
enjoy a healthy work/life balance.

For more details of this role and how to apply, please 
download our candidate application pack from our 
website: www.quaker.org.uk/jobs
Closing date: 5 September 2022 (5pm)   
Interviews (via Zoom): 16 September 2022

Britain Yearly Meeting is committed to safeguarding children and 
adults at risk and expect all our staff and volunteers to share and 
uphold this commitment. 
Quakers have a faith commitment to equality and encourage and 
welcome applications for posts from all sections of society. You do 
not have to be a Quaker to apply for this post, but we expect you 
to uphold our values.
Britain Yearly Meeting is committed to equality in all of its 
employment practices.

Here’s how to get in touch 
with us:

Submissions – articles, 
poems, book reviews

Photos, feedback and 
children’s drawings

editorial@thefriend.org

Reader’s letters

George Osgerby

letters@thefriend.org

News items

Rebecca Hardy

news@thefriend.org

Website queries

Elinor Smallman

production@thefriend.org

Subscription enquiries 
for the Friend and  
the Friends Quarterly

Imogen Sewell Risley

020 7663 1178

subs@thefriend.org

Friends & Meetings notices

Display ads, classified  
small ads

Inserted appeal leaflets, 
newsletters and flyers

Sarah FitzGerald

020 7663 1175

ads@thefriend.org 

Correspondence by post

the Friend 
173 Euston Road
London NW1 2BJ

www.thefriend.org 



Young People’s 
Integration Coordinator

Are you an experienced youth worker with a passion for enabling young people to be central to the life of their 
community? Do you have the skills to navigate organisational structures and barriers to integration, through 
relationship-building and advocacy? If so, you could take a leading role in setting the direction of our youth 
integration strategy.
You will have experience of working collaboratively with mixed-age teams to implement young people’s vision for 
peer-led events. With excellent listening skills and judgements, you will ensure this team feels heard and valued, 
while balancing this with organisational needs. The successful candidate will support these teams to develop and 
nurture the faith and well-being of young people as part of a national community.
The successful candidate will be collaborative and able to work with minimal administrative support. You will lead  
on the project management and administration of events for young people. This will require excellent communication, 
IT and data skills, along with a keen attention to detail. You will be able to work within the structures of the 
organisation and an established developmental framework, balanced with the insight needed to develop  
and review this following consultation with colleagues and volunteers.
Working in our Integration Team, part of the Quaker Church Affairs department, you will also link to the work of 
our Youth, Children and Families Team (based in the Quaker Life department), including the delivery of online 
youth groups.
Our work with young Quakers plays an important part in the life of the organisation. We work with around 100 young 
people each year, and work intensively with a smaller planning group that designs and delivers our annual event for 
15–18-year-olds. This event is an important link to one of our key governance structures and is delivered by  
a mixed-age team of young people supported by adult volunteers.
Since the pandemic, how we deliver our wider work has changed and developed. This gives us an opportunity 
to reimagine how we engage with young Quakers. Our vision is to widen the integration of the many, not the few, 
into the life of our faith community. We invite you to join us on this journey.
The post involves some evening and residential weekend work and is subject to an enhanced DBS (Disclosure 
and Barring Service) check, including the children’s barred list.
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Quakers in Britain

Britain Yearly Meeting is committed to safeguarding children and adults at risk. 
We expect all our staff and volunteers to share and uphold this commitment. 
Quakers in Britain is committed to equality in all its employment practices.

Salary: £35,610 London – combination of home and office
 £30,271 Regional – will require regular travel to our London office
Contract: Permanent
Hours: 35 hours per week 
Location: Friends House, NW1 or Quakers in Britain Yorkshire Centre, LS2 or home-based
Are you excited by what spirit-led growth might mean in a faith context?  
Are you committed to helping faith communities to be inclusive, welcoming, and all-age?

Closing date: Monday 29 August 2022 (5pm)
Interviews: 6 September online session with young people and 7 September at Friends House, London
To arrange an informal discussion of the role, please email Catherine Waithaka at catw@quaker.org.uk
For details of how to apply, go to www.quaker.org.uk/jobs
Quakers have a faith commitment to equality and encourage and welcome applications 
for posts from all sections of society. You do not have to be a Quaker to apply for this 
post, but we expect you to uphold the values of our organisation.

Dates in 2022
• 24 September (if possible): online
• 14–16 October: Birmingham
• 12–13 November: online
• 2–4 December: online
• 10 December: online

• 10–12 March: London
• 28 March – 4 April: Northamptonshire
• 15 April: TBC
• 28 April – 1 May: London

The following non-negotiable commitments are associated with this role:

Further dates to be confirmed 
on appointment

• 7pm–9pm every Thursday from  
 20 October to 8 December: online
Dates in 2023
• 13–15 January: London
• 27–29 January: London
• 3–5 February: Derbyshire


